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[bookmark: _GoBack]Overview of Assignment
Your task is to write a research report as if you had conducted the study. The report is to contain an introduction, results, and discussion section, and comply with APA style requirements for a research report. You do not need to include the Methods section in your report as the details about the study are provided in this document. That is, information about the materials and procedure employed are provided in the methods section at the end of this document.

· The overarching research question is to what extent are individual differences and well-being linked with belief in and experience of ostensibly paranormal events.
Please read the methods information to acquire a clear understanding of the nature of the study.

Specific Research Questions
The research questions need to be developed into research hypotheses. Keep in mind that a research hypothesis needs to be specific and testable. 

· Is there a gender difference in belief in the paranormal?
· Is there evidence to suggest that there is an effect of age on belief in the paranormal? i.e. Are younger people more likely to believe compared to older adults?  For this you will need to partition age into three groups (Use RECODE command in SPSS)
· How far are belief and anomalous experiences related to well-being?  
· Which variable or combination of variables is the best predictor of belief in the paranormal?

· Any version of the above hypotheses will be acceptable, but they need to be clearly written, directional or non-directional. 





Perform the appropriate tests to determine whether there is any support for your
hypotheses. Keep in mind that each research hypothesis needs to be clearly stated and tested using one of the techniques covered in this unit. All findings are to be reported in APA format.

The research questions outlined above and the references provided at the end of this document give sufficient detail for you to begin preparing for this assignment. I recommend completing a draft of the literature review prior to Week 9. As for the main data analyses (e.g., testing of hypotheses), I suggest waiting until we have completed the Week 9 material before attempting this.
It may be helpful to read the chapter provided in the Week 8 folder on report writing before attempting to finalise the literature review. Also, additional information will be provided in the Week 8 lecture on report writing and presenting descriptive statistics.






























Method

Measures

Belief
Australian Sheep Goat Scale (ASGS) 18-item questionnaire designed to measure levels of belief in the paranormal. Scored 0 - 36. The higher the score the higher the level of belief. 

Experience
Anomalous Experiences Inventory (AEI) 70 item questionnaire that is comprised of FIVE subscales: belief, experience, ability, fear of the paranormal and drug taking. For ethical reasons the drug taking subscale will not be used in this study. 

Well-Being
Life Satisfaction Scale (LSS) Questionnaire that explores everyday examples of life satisfaction. The higher the score the higher the level of life satisfaction reported.  

Subjective Happiness Scale (SHS) Questionnaire that explores everyday examples of subjective happiness. The higher the score, the higher the level of life satisfaction reported.  

For the purposes of this study, all variables are continuous measures. 


Participants and Procedure
One hundred and sixteen respondents, mean age of xx years (SD = xx.xx),
were recruited by a University researcher. The sampling frame parameters were set to reflect an Australian national representative sample in terms of age, gender, and geographical location. All participants completed the battery of questionnaires with no missing data. 









Sample References: To Get You Started

These references are related to your report and include material useful to give you background to the research. Reading these studies prior to conducting you own literature review will help orientate you to the topic.  You will need to briefly discuss another three or four studies to support your hypotheses and information from other articles or scholarly sources to build your literature review. I suspect you will not need more than a total of 12 citations for a report of this size.
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