NURS 544: Quality and Safety in Healthcare
Problem based solution paper :  Selected problem - Hospital Acquired Urinary Tract Infections 
Based upon the findings, students are expected to develop a proposed solution for enhancing or improving the selected problem identified from the practice on their current unit or in their organization. (note this must to be a current problem, not something that has already been implemented). The paper will include support from the literature, as well as, a plan for implementation and evaluation of the changes to improve patient outcomes. 

References should be cited from refereed journals and include the utilizing of evidence-based articles. The grade will be based on the following: adequacy and rigor of the content, relevance of the selected issue and supporting argument, adherence to APA style, use of references, and professional/scholarly presentation. For specific grading criteria, please refer to the grading rubric. (~6-8 pages not including title page, abstract, any figures or tables and reference list). Students will demonstrate proficiency in QSEN, KSA and patient safety initiatives. This paper must be written following the 6th edition APA format and guidelines. 
Recommended references:  (Minimum of 5 references)
-Qsen.org
-Gerrish, K., Nolna, M., McDonnell, A., Tod, A., Kirshbaum, M., Guillaume,L. (2012). Factors influencing advanced practice nurses’ ability to promote evidence based practice among frontline nurses. Sigma Theta Tau International, 30-39.
-Mazurek Melnyk, B., Gallagher-Ford, L., English Long, L., Fineout-Overholt, E. (2014). The Establishment of Evidence-Based Practice Competencies for Practicing Registered Nurses and Advanced Practice Nurses in Real-World Clinical Settings: Proficiencies to Improve Healthcare Quality, Reliability, Patient Outcomes, and Costs. Worldviews on Evidence-Based Nursing

 HYPERLINK "http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/wvn.2014.11.issue-1/issuetoc"
Volume 11, Issue 1, Article first published online: 21 JAN 2014
Problem-based Solution Paper Rubric

	Paper Structure 


	Paper Components
	Point value

	Title page
	Please follow APA format for title page
	0

	Abstract


	Short review of paper in correct format (see APA book). Include summarizing of a current problem (not something that has been implemented), current state, proposal, implementation, and evaluation.
	10

	Introduction/Overview


	Purpose of the paper described in the introduction
· Brief discussion of the current problem (not something that has been implemented), and how it fits into ONE of the QSEN and KSA categories
	5

	Background


	Explore the problem as it currently presents in the healthcare setting today: 
· Importance of this problem explained; particularly why it matters to healthcare at this point in time.

· Literature describing the problem and also supporting the need for a solution. 
	10

	Assessment


	Critical assessment of the problem, as it presents in your area (unit/department): 
· Introduce the units where problem exists (type of unit, patient population, bed size, etc.) 

· How significant is the problem in your area **Labor and Delivery** (use unit data/evidence to support the argument)?

· What are some potential causes of this problem?

· Evaluate how this problem fits into one of the QSEN categories and why there is a critical need for a solution.
· Why do masters prepared nurses need to develop competencies to address this problem?

· What specific KSAs of the QSEN competency you chose to apply do masters prepared nurses need to have in order to effectively address this problem and why?
	15

	Statement of Proposal/Solution


	Develop a proposed solution for enhancing or improving the selected problem from their practice.
· Be sure to be realistic about the solution. Although the literature may support many solutions, it may be necessary to focus on one solution that would be realistic to obtain.

· This solution cannot be a solution that has already been implemented on your unit or a completed project. This must be forward thinking.

· The proposal should cite current evidence-based literature pertinent to the analysis and rationale.
	10

	Implementation Plan


	Detailed Implementation for the solution. Section must include: 
· A detailed timeline of the plan (not a general plan)
· Who are the stakeholders needed? 

· If education is needed, how will it be done

· Evaluation—what metrics will be collected, by who, when and who will evaluate? How will you know the solution is successful?
· Include discussion of evidence-based practice into the implementation plan 
	20

	Conclusion


	Conclusion follows from all that has gone before 
· Free of new or irrelevant material

· Conclusion is effective and leaves the reader satisfied
· Summarizes key points made in the paper
	15

	References


	References should be cited from refereed journals, and newspapers, not just web sites. Reference list should be of sufficient breadth and depth.
	5

	Tables and Figures 


	If utilized, they must be referenced in the paper and placed in the appendix
	0

	APA format and professional presentation


	· Title page

· Double spaced

· Grammar/Spelling

· Times New Roman 12 font

· 1-inch margins

· APA headings within paper

· Adherence to APA style throughout

· 6-8-page limit for the paper, not including title, abstract, tables, figures or reference pages.
	10

	Total
	
	100


