English 201

Paper #1
SUMMARY
Definition:
A summary is a concise restatement, in your own words, of a work under discussion.  This assignment will indicate the main idea and the main points that support it.  It may also include some major details.
Objective:
To closely examine the structure and content of a piece of writing and familiarize ourselves with objectively restating the main idea and main points of that writing.

ASSIGNMENT

Write a 300-400 word summary of the prologue to Winners Take All. 
Your summary should


Number range level0Number range level1Number range level2Number range level3Number range level4Number range level5Number range level6Number range level7a.
Present an accurate formulation of the thesis and main supporting points.  Include major details where you feel they are important to the reader’s understanding the material the author presents.


b.
Condense the original with precision and directness.  Reduce a section into a few sentences.


c.
Report the content of the article objectively without providing your own opinion or reactions.


d.
Paraphrase as much as possible, limiting the use of key words and phrases from them and enclosing them in quotation marks.


e.
Be structured to clearly indicate how the primary source was organized to develop and support its thesis. 
FORMAT:
As I mention above, this paper should be 300-400 words in length.  It will be typed or word-processed with one-inch margins on all sides. Please use only 10-12 point font, something bland and using italics only when convention dictates you do so. Indent to signal paragraphs rather than add extra white space, and please DOUBLE SPACE. 

See Calendar for drafts due dates
More on the Summary Essay
1.
Read the material enough times to gain a clear sense of both its form and content.

2.
Reduce it substantially to fit word limit guidelines; this is not a paraphrase, which could be about the same length as the original.

3.
Get the main ideas. Usually the ideas are in the topic sentence of each paragraph. How much support material you include depends on how important you think such material is to your readers’ understanding of the original author’s thesis. 

4. Use your own words. Avoid copying the original language except when you see the need to quote directly, and then be sure to use quotation marks. Also, distinguish quoted material from your own, so that the reader is not confused as to who's saying what. Use signal phrases to be clear (see HB page 623 11th ed. for a list and occasions for usage).  Signal phrases are necessary throughout the summary, not just with direct quotes.

5.   Remember, it is important that you make your summary as objective as you are able. Your job is to condense the article, not to comment on it or judge it. Record the information in the article and nothing else. In a summary, the reader wants to believe that you're presenting an accurate and reliable condensation of the article. Again, use signal phrases to remind the reader that you are faithfully summarizing the original.

6.
Always cite your sources under the heading of  “Work(s) Cited” at the end of your summary. Start practicing now to do it correctly (HB page 654 11th ed.).

7.
Other points to remember:


a. 
In initial reference, use the author's full name. After that, use last name only.


b.
Include the title and author of the article in the body of your summary, not as the title to your summary itself.


c.  
Use present tense:  "Dunbar says", not “said."  "The author indicates,"
   




not "indicated."


d.  Double check spelling of titles and names. Make sure they are correct.

QUESTIONS FOR PEER CRITIQUE GROUPS
Paper # 1 -- SUMMARY

1. 
Does the summary accurately and fully state the thesis of the essay? Does it give author’s full name and article/publication titles?

2.
Are the main points discussed concisely and precisely? Are there any repetitions that could be edited?  Conversely, are the main points discussed adequately?

3.
Does the writer clearly connect the main points within paragraphs to article thesis? Could the connection be strengthened?

4.
Does the writer's summary remain objective?

5.
Does the writer provide the majority of the summary in his/her own words? Does the paper overuse direct quotes?

6.
Is each idea clearly attributed to the author of the work being summarized? Are there any statements that may be taken to be those of the summary author?

Other comments:
