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State Medical Marijuana Laws
California voters passed Proposition 215 in 1996, making the Golden State the !rst in the union to allow for the medical use of
marijuana. Since then, 32 more states, the District of Columbia, Guam, Puerto Rico and U.S. Virgin Islands have enacted similar
laws.

As of June 25, 2019, 14 states and territories have approved adult-use cannabis. As of Jan. 22, 2018, the Vermont legislature
passed adult-use legalization legislation and the governor signed the bill. The measure does not set up a regulatory system for
sales or production. See text of measure below.

A total of 33 states, District of Columbia, Guam, Puerto Rico and U.S. Virgin Islands have approved a comprehensive, publicly
available medical marijuana/cannabis programs.  (See Table 1 below for more info.) Approved e"orts in 13 states allow use of
"low THC, high cannabidiol (CBD)" products for medical reasons in limited situations or as a legal defense. See Table 2 below for
more information about those programs. Low-THC programs are not counted as comprehensive medical marijuana programs.
NCSL uses criteria similar to other organizations tracking this issue to determine if a program is "comprehensive": 

1. Protection from criminal penalties for using marijuana for a medical purpose.
2. Access to marijuana through home cultivation, dispensaries or some other system that is likely to be implemented.
3. It allows a variety of strains or products, including those with more than "low THC."
4. It allows either smoking or vaporization of some kind of marijuana products, plant material or extract. 
5. Is not a limited trial program.  (South Dakota and Nebraska have limited, trial programs that are not open to the public.)

 

 

Medical Uses of MarijuanaMedical Uses of Marijuana
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In response to California's Prop 215, the Institute of Medicine issued a report that
examined potential therapeutic uses for marijuana. The report found that: "Scienti!c data
indicate the potential therapeutic value of cannabinoid drugs, primarily THC, for pain relief,
control of nausea and vomiting, and appetite stimulation; smoked marijuana, however, is a
crude THC delivery system that also delivers harmful substances. The psychological e"ects
of cannabinoids, such as anxiety reduction, sedation, and euphoria can in#uence their
potential therapeutic value. Those e"ects are potentially undesirable for certain patients
and situations and bene!cial for others. In addition, psychological e"ects can complicate the
interpretation of other aspects of the drug's e"ect." 

Further studies have found that marijuana is e"ective in relieving some of the symptoms of HIV/AIDS, cancer, glaucoma, and
multiple sclerosis.

In early 2017, the National Academies of Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine released a report based on the review of over
10,000 scienti!c abstracts from marijuana health research. They also made 100 conclusions related to health and suggest ways to
improve cannabis research.

State vs Federal PerspectiveState vs Federal Perspective
At the federal level, marijuana remains classi!ed as a Schedule I substance under the Controlled Substances Act, where
Schedule I substances are considered to have a high potential for dependency and no accepted medical use, making distribution
of marijuana a federal o"ense. In October of 2009, the Obama Administration sent a memo to federal prosecutors encouraging
them not to prosecute people who distribute marijuana for medical purposes in accordance with state law.

In late August 2013, the U.S. Department of Justice announced an update to their marijuana enforcement policy. The statement
read that while marijuana remains illegal federally, the USDOJ expects states like Colorado and Washington to create "strong,
state-based enforcement e"orts.... and will defer the right to challenge their legalization laws at this time." The department also
reserves the right to challenge the states at any time they feel it's necessary.

More recently, in January 2018, former Attorney General Sessions issued a Marijuana Enforcement Memorandum that rescinded
the Cole Memorandum, and allows federal prosecutors to decide how to prioritize enforcement of federal marijuana laws.
Speci!cally, the Sessions memorandum directs U.S. Attorneys to “weigh all relevant considerations, including federal law
enforcement priorities set by the Attorney General, the seriousness of the crime, the deterrent e"ect of criminal prosecution, and
the cumulative impact of particular crimes on the community.” Text of the memo can be found
here: https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/justice-department-issues-memo-marijuana-enforcement 

NCSL's policy on state cannabis laws can be found under Additional Resources below.

Arizona and the District of Columbia voters passed initiatives to allow for medical use, only to have them overturned. In 1998,
voters in the District of Columbia passed Initiative 59. However, Congress blocked the initiative from becoming law. In 2009,
Congress reversed its previous decision, allowing the initiative to become law. The D.C. Council then put Initiative 59 on hold
temporarily and unanimously approved modi!cations to the law.

Before passing Proposition 203 in 2010, Arizona voters originally passed a ballot initiative in 1996. However, the initiative stated
that doctors would be allowed to write a "prescription" for marijuana. Since marijuana is still a Schedule I substance, federal law
prohibits its prescription, making the initiative invalid. Medical marijuana "prescriptions" are more often called
"recommendations" or "referrals" because of the federal prescription prohibition.

States with medical marijuana laws generally have some form of patient registry, which may provide some protection against
arrest for possession up to a certain amount of marijuana for personal medicinal use. 

Some of the most common policy questions regarding medical marijuana include how to regulate its recommendation,
dispensing, and registration of approved patients. Some states and localities without dispensary regulation are experiencing a
boom in new businesses, in hopes of being approved before presumably stricter regulations are made. Medical marijuana
growers or dispensaries are often called "caregivers" and may be limited to a certain number of plants or products per
patient. This issue may also be regulated on a local level, in addition to any state regulation. 

Table 1. State Medical Marijuana/Cannabis Program Laws
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State
(click
state name to
jump to
program
information)

Statutory Language
(year)

Patient
Registry
or ID
cards

Allows
Dispensaries

Speci!es
Conditions

Recognizes
Patients
from other
states

State Allows for
Retail Sales/Adult
Use

Alaska Measure 8 (1998) SB 94
(1999) Statute Title 17,
Chapter 37

Yes Yes Yes No, but
adults over
21 may
purchase at
retail adult
dispensaries.

Ballot Measure 2
(2014)
Marijuana
Regulations
 

Arizona Proposition 203 (2010) Yes Yes Yes Yes, for AZ-
approved
conditions,
but not for
dispensary
purchases. 

 

Arkansas Issue 6 (2016) Yes Yes Yes Yes

California Proposition 215 (1996) 
SB 420 (2003)

Yes Yes
(cooperatives
and
collectives)

No No Proposition 64 (2016)

Colorado
 
Medical
program info
 
Adult-use info

Amendment 20 (2000) Yes Yes Yes No Amendment 64 (2012)
Task
Force Implementation
Recommendations
(2013)
Analysis of CO
Amendment 64 (2013)
Colorado Marijuana
Sales and Tax Reports
2014 "Edibles"
regulation measure
FAQ about CO
cannabis laws by the
Denver Post. 
 

Connecticut HB 5389 (2012) Yes Yes Yes   

Delaware SB 17 (2011) Yes Yes Yes  Yes, for DE-
approved
conditions.

 

District of
Columbia

Initiative 59 (1998)  L18-
0210 (2010)

Yes Yes Yes  Initiative 71 (2014)
 

Florida Amendment 2 (2016)
Details pending

Pending Pending Pending Pending  

Guam Proposal 14A Yes Yes Yes No Yes. Adult use- 2019

http://dhss.alaska.gov/dph/VitalStats/Pages/marijuana.aspx
http://www.elections.alaska.gov/doc/oep/1998/98bal8.htm
http://www.legis.state.ak.us/PDF/21/Bills/SB0094F.PDF
http://touchngo.com/lglcntr/akstats/Statutes/Title17/Chapter37.htm
http://www.elections.alaska.gov/doc/bml/BM2-13PSUM-ballot-language.pdf
https://www.commerce.alaska.gov/web/amco/MarijuanaRegulations.aspx
http://www.azdhs.gov/medicalmarijuana/
http://www.azdhs.gov/prop203/
https://www.healthy.arkansas.gov/programs-services/topics/medical-marijuana
http://www.healthy.arkansas.gov/Pages/MedMarijuana.aspx
http://www.cdph.ca.gov/programs/MMP/Pages/default.aspx
http://vote96.sos.ca.gov/BP/215text.htm
http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/pub/03-04/bill/sen/sb_0401-0450/sb_420_bill_20031012_chaptered.html
https://www.colorado.gov/pacific/cdphe/medicalmarijuana
https://www.colorado.gov/pacific/enforcement/marijuanaenforcement
http://www.colorado.gov/cs/Satellite?blobcol=urldata&blobheadername1=Content-Disposition&blobheadername2=Content-Type&blobheadervalue1=inline%3B+filename%3D%22Colorado+Constitution+Article+XVIII.pdf%22&blobheadervalue2=application%2Fpdf&blobkey=id&blobtable=MungoBlobs&blobwhere=1251807302173&ssbinary=true
http://www.sos.state.co.us/pubs/elections/Initiatives/titleBoard/filings/2011-2012/30Final.pdf
http://www.colorado.gov/cms/forms/dor-tax/A64TaskForceFinalReport.pdf
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http://coloradofutures.colostate.edu/cfc-amendment-64-study/
http://www.colorado.gov/cs/Satellite/Revenue-Main/XRM/1251633259746
http://www.leg.state.co.us/clics/clics2014a/csl.nsf/fsbillcont3/4882145846DC62CE87257C98005D4C5D?Open&file=1366_enr.pdf
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Approved in Nov. 2014,
fully operational.- home
growing currently allowed
until dispensaries open
Draft rules released in July
2015
 
Adult use- 2019 Bill No.
32-35 signed by governor
in April, 2019

Bill No. 32-35 signed
by governor in April,
2019

Hawaii SB 862 (2000) Yes Yes Yes No  

Illinois HB 1 (2013) E!. 1/1/2014
Rules 
 
Adult use legalization SB
0007 bill passed
legislature May, 2019,
signed by governor June
25, 2019, E"ective Jan. 1,
2020.

Yes Yes Yes No Measure approved by
legislature in May,
2019, signed by
governor June 25,
2019. E"ective Jan. 1,
2020.

Louisiana SB 271 (2017) (not yet in
e"ect)

Pending Yes Yes No  

Maine Question 2 (1999)  LD 611
(2002)  
Question 5 (2009)   LD
1811 (2010)
LD 1296 (2011)

Yes Yes Yes Yes, but not
for
dispensary
purchases.

Question 1 (2016)
page 4
Chapter 409 (2018) 

Maryland HB 702 (2003) SB
308 (2011) HB 180/SB 580
(2013)  HB 1101- Chapter
403 (2013)
SB 923 (signed 4/14/14)
HB 881- similar to SB 923

Yes Yes Yes No  

Massachusetts Question 3 (2012)
Regulations (2013)

Yes Yes Yes No Question 4 (2016)

Michigan Proposal 1 (2008) Yes Not in state
law, but
localities may
create
ordinances to
allow them
and regulate
them.

Yes Yes, for legal
protection of
posession,
but not for
dispensary
purchases.

Proposal 18-1 (2018)

Minnesota SF 2471, Chapter 311
(2014) 

Yes Yes, limited,
liquid extract
products only

Yes No  

Missouri Amendment 2 (2018) Yes Yes, details
pending

Yes Yet to be
determined

 

http://dphss.guam.gov/article/2015/07/15/draft-guam-rules-governing-medical-marijuana
http://www.guamlegislature.com/Bills_Passed_35th/Bill%20No.%2032-35%20(COR).pdf
http://www.guamlegislature.com/Bills_Passed_35th/Bill%20No.%2032-35%20(COR).pdf
http://health.hawaii.gov/medicalcannabisregistry/
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/hrscurrent/Vol06_Ch0321-0344/HRS0329/HRS_0329-0121.htm
http://www.dph.illinois.gov/topics-services/prevention-wellness/medical-cannabis/medical-cannabis-registry-application
http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/BillStatus.asp?DocNum=1&GAID=12&DocTypeID=HB&SessionID=85&GA=98
https://www.illinois.gov/gov/mcpp/Pages/Rules.aspx
http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/publicacts/101/PDF/101-0027.pdf
http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/publicacts/101/PDF/101-0027.pdf
http://ldh.la.gov/index.cfm/page/2892
http://www.legis.la.gov/legis/ViewDocument.aspx?d=1003807
http://www.maine.gov/dhhs/dlrs/mmm/
http://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/statutes/22/title22sec2383-b.html
http://www.mainepatientsrights.org/Petition%20MEDICAL%20MARIJUANA.pdf
http://www.votesmart.org/election_ballot_measures_detail.php?ballot_id=1383
http://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/bills/bills_124th/chappdfs/PUBLIC631.pdf
http://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/bills/bills_125th/chapters/PUBLIC407.asp
http://www.state.me.us/sos/cec/elec/upcoming/citizensguide2016.pdf
http://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/bills/getPDF.asp?paper=HP1199&item=4&snum=128
http://mmcc.maryland.gov/Pages/home.aspx
http://mgaleg.maryland.gov/2003rs/amds/bil_0002/hb0702_25271701.pdf
http://mlis.state.md.us/2011rs/bills/sb/sb0308e.pdf
http://mgaleg.maryland.gov/webmga/frmMain.aspx?id=sb0580&stab=01&pid=billpage&tab=subject3&ys=2013RS
http://mgaleg.maryland.gov/2013RS/bills/hb/hb1101T.pdf
http://mgaleg.maryland.gov/2013RS/Chapters_noln/CH_403_hb1101t.pdf
http://mgaleg.maryland.gov/2014RS/bills/sb/sb0923T.pdf
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http://www.malegislature.gov/Laws/SessionLaws/Acts/2012/Chapter369
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http://www.mass.gov/ago/docs/government/2015-petitions/15-27.pdf
http://www.michigan.gov/lara/0,4601,7-154-35299_63294_63303_51869---,00.html
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/sos/ED-20_11-08_Props_Poster2_251561_7.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/sos/Official_Ballot_Wording_Prop_18-1_632051_7.pdf
http://www.health.state.mn.us/topics/cannabis/
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/laws/?id=311&doctype=Chapter&type=0&year=2014
https://health.mo.gov/safety/medical-marijuana/index.php
https://www.sos.mo.gov/CMSImages/Elections/Petitions/2018-051.pdf


Montana Initiative 148 (2004) SB
423 (2011)
Initiative 182 (2016)

Yes

Yes 

No**
 
Yes

Yes
 
Yes

No
 
 

 

Nevada Question 9 (2000) NRS
453A NAC 453A

Yes Yes Yes Yes, if the
other state's
program are
"substantially
similar."
Patients must
!ll out
Nevada
paperwork.
Adults over
21 may also
purchase at
adult retail
dispensaries.

Question 2 (2016)
page 25

New
Hampshire

HB 573 (2013) Yes Yes Yes Yes, with a
note from
their home
state, but
they cannot
purchase
through
dispensaries.

 

New Jersey SB 119 (2009)  
Program information

Yes Yes Yes No  

New Mexico SB 523 (2007) 
Medical Cannabis
Program

Yes Yes Yes No  

 

New York
 

A6357 (2014) Signed by
governor 7/5/14

Yes Ingested
doses may
not contain
more than 10
mg of THC,
product may
not be
combusted
(smoked).

Yes No  

North Dakota Measure 5 (2016) Final
details pending

Yes Yes Yes No  

Northern
Mariana
Islands

Does not have a medical
program.

    Yes, HB 20-178 HD 4-
Public Law 20-66
(2018)

Ohio HB 523 (2016) Approved
by legislature, signed by
governor 6/8/16
 

Yes Yes Yes Details
pending, but
will require
reciprocity. 

 

Oklahoma
 

SQ 788 Approved by
voters on 6/26/18, not yet

Details
pending

Details
pending

Not as
voted on

Details
pending

 

https://dphhs.mt.gov/marijuana
http://sos.mt.gov/elections/Archives/2010s/2012/Initiatives/IR-124.asp
http://laws.leg.mt.gov/legprd/LAW0203W$BSRV.ActionQuery?P_SESS=20111&P_BLTP_BILL_TYP_CD=SB&P_BILL_NO=423&P_BILL_DFT_NO=&P_CHPT_NO=&Z_ACTION=Find&P_ENTY_ID_SEQ2=&P_SBJT_SBJ_CD=&P_ENTY_ID_SEQ=
http://sos.mt.gov/Portals/142/Elections/archives/2010s/2016/I-182.pdf
http://dpbh.nv.gov/Reg/Medical_Marijuana/
http://www.ballotpedia.org/wiki/index.php/Nevada_Question_9_(2000)
http://leg.state.nv.us/NRS/NRS-453A.html
http://leg.state.nv.us/NAC/NAC-453A.html
http://nvsos.gov/sos/home/showdocument?id=4434
http://www.dhhs.state.nh.us/oos/tcp/
http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/legislation/2013/HB0573.html
http://www.nj.gov/health/medicalmarijuana/
http://www.njleg.state.nj.us/2008/Bills/S0500/119_R3.HTM
http://www.state.nj.us/health/medicalmarijuana/
http://nmhealth.org/about/mcp/svcs/
http://www.nmlegis.gov/Sessions/07%20Regular/bills/senate/SB0523.html
http://nmhealth.org/about/mcp/svcs/
https://www.health.ny.gov/regulations/medical_marijuana/regulations.htm
http://assembly.state.ny.us/leg/?default_fld=&bn=A06357&term=2013&Summary=Y&Actions=Y
https://www.ndhealth.gov/mm/
https://vip.sos.nd.gov/pdfs/Measures%20Info/2016%20General/Measure%205.pdf
https://www.cnmilaw.org/pdf/public_laws/20/pl20-66.pdf
https://www.medicalmarijuana.ohio.gov/
https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-HB-523
http://omma.ok.gov/
https://www.sos.ok.gov/documents/questions/788.pdf


operational

Oregon Oregon Medical
Marijuana Act (1998)
SB 161 (2007) 

Yes Yes Yes No, but
adults over
21 may
purchase at
adult retail
dispensaries.

Measure 91 (2014) 

Pennsylvania SB 3 (2016) Signed by
governor 4/17/16

Yes Yes Yes No  

Puerto Rico Public Health
Department Regulation
155 (2016) in Spanish

Yes Cannot be
smoked

Yes Yes  

Rhode Island SB 791 (2007)  SB 185
(2009)

Yes Yes Yes Yes  

US Virgin
Islands

SB 135 (2017) signed by
governor 1/19/19

     

Utah Prop 2 (2018) replaced by
HB 3001
HB 3001 2018- Third
Special Session

Yes Yes Yes Yet to be
determined 

 

Vermont SB 76 (2004) SB 7
(2007) SB 17 (2011)
H.511 (2018)

Yes Yes Yes No H.511 approved by
legislature, signed
by governor 1/22/18. 
E"ective July 1, 2018.
Does NOT provide for
legal production or
sales. Governor's
Marijuana Advisory
Commission
suggested regulation
structure below.
Allows adults 21 years
or older to possess up
to one ounce of
marijuana.
Selling marijuana in
Vermont remains
illegal.
Allows adults to grow
two mature plants.
Public consumption
of marijuana is also
not allowed.
Governor's Marijuana
Advisory Commission
Final Report-
December, 2018

Washington Initiative 692(1998) SB No Yes, approved Yes No, but Initiative 502 (2012)

http://public.health.oregon.gov/DiseasesConditions/ChronicDisease/medicalmarijuanaprogram/Pages/index.aspx
https://public.health.oregon.gov/DiseasesConditions/ChronicDisease/MedicalMarijuanaProgram/Pages/475a.aspx
https://olis.leg.state.or.us/liz/2007R1/Downloads/MeasureDocument/SB161
http://oregonvotes.org/irr/2014/053text.pdf
https://www.health.pa.gov/topics/programs/Medical%20Marijuana/Pages/Medical%20Marijuana.aspx
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billInfo/billInfo.cfm?sYear=2015&sInd=0&body=S&type=B&bn=0003
http://www.salud.gov.pr/Estadisticas-Registros-y-Publicaciones/Reglamentos/Reglamento%20155.pdf
http://www.health.ri.gov/healthcare/medicalmarijuana/
http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/BillText/BillText07/SenateText07/S0791aa.pdf
http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/BillText/BillText09/SenateText09/S0185aa.pdf
http://www.legvi.org:82/Detail.aspx?docentry=25052
https://health.utah.gov/medical-cannabis
https://elections.utah.gov/Media/Default/2018%20Election/Issues%20on%20the%20Ballot/Proposition%202%20-%20Full%20Text.pdf
https://le.utah.gov/~2018S3/bills/static/HB3001.html
https://medicalmarijuana.vermont.gov/
http://www.leg.state.vt.us/docs/legdoc.cfm?URL=/docs/2004/acts/ACT135.HTM
http://www.leg.state.vt.us/docs/legdoc.cfm?URL=/docs/2008/bills/senate/S-007.HTM
http://www.leg.state.vt.us/docs/2012/Acts/ACT065.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/assets/Documents/2018/Docs/ACTS/ACT086/ACT086%20As%20Enacted.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2018/Docs/ACTS/ACT086/ACT086%20As%20Enacted.pdf
https://marijuanacommission.vermont.gov/document/governors-marijuana-advisory-commission-final-recommendations
http://www.doh.wa.gov/YouandYourFamily/Marijuana/MedicalMarijuanaCannabis
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=69.51A&full=true
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/billinfo/summary.aspx?bill=5798&year=2009
http://sos.wa.gov/_assets/elections/initiatives/i502.pdf


5798 (2010)
SB 5073 (2011)

as of Nov.
2012, stores
opened in
July, 2014.

adults over
21 may
purchase at
an adult
retail
dispensary.

WAC Marijuana rules:
Chapter 314-55 WAC
 
FAQ about WA
cannabis laws by the
Seattle Times.

West Virginia SB 386 (2017) Yes Yes. No whole
#ower/cannot
be smoked but
can be
vaporized.

Yes No, but may
allow
terminally ill
to buy in
other states.

 

*The links and resources are provided for information purposes only. NCSL does not endorse the views expressed in any of the
articles linked from this page.

** While Montana's revised medical marijuana law limits caregivers to three patients, caregivers may serve an unlimited number
of patients due to an injunction issued on January 16, 2013.

Table 2. Limited Access Marijuana Product Laws (low THC/high CBD- cannabidiol)

State

Program Name
and Statutory
Language (year)

Patient
Registry or
ID cards

Dispensaries or Source
of Product(s)

Speci!es
Conditions

Recognizes
Patients
from other
states

De!nition of Products
Allowed

Alabama SB 174 "Carly's Law"
(Act 2014-277) Allows
University of Alabama
Birmingham to
conduct
e"ectiveness research
using low-THC
products for treating
seizure disorders for
up to 5 years. 
HB 61 (2016) Leni's
Law allows more
physicians to refer
patients to use CBD
for more conditions.

No Provides legal defense for
posession and/or use of
CBD oil.  Does not create
an in-state production
method.

Yes, debilitating
epileptic
conditions, life-
threatening
seizures, wasting
syndrome, chronic
pain, nausea,
muscle spasms,
any other sever
condition resistant
to conventional
medicine.
 

No Extracts that are low THC=
below 3% THC

FloridaFlorida
(NEW(NEW
comprehensivecomprehensive
programprogram
approved inapproved in
2016, included2016, included
in tablein table
above)above)

Compassionate
Medical Cannabis Act
of 2014 CS for SB
1030 (2014)
Patient treatment
information and
outcomes will be
collected and used for
intractable childhood
epilepsy research

Yes Yes, 5 registered nurseries
across the state by region,
which have been in
business at least 30 years
in Florida.

Yes, cancer,
medical condition
or seizure
disorders that
chronically
produces
symptoms that
can be alleviated
by low-THC
products

No Cannabis with low THC=
below .8% THC and above
10% CBD by weight

Georgia HB 1 (2015) (signed
by governor 4/16/15)
 

Yes Law allows University
System of Georgia to
develop a lot THC oil
clinical research program

Yes, end stage
cancer, ALS, MS,
seizure disorders,
Crohn's,

No Cannabis oils with low THC=
below 5% THC and at least
an equal amount of CDB. 

http://apps.leg.wa.gov/billinfo/summary.aspx?bill=5798&year=2009
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/billinfo/summary.aspx?year=2011&bill=5073
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=314-55
http://blogs.seattletimes.com/pot/2014/06/30/everything-you-want-to-know-about-legal-pot-in-washington/
https://dhhr.wv.gov/bph/Pages/Medical-Cannabis-Program.aspx
http://www.wvlegislature.gov/Bill_Status/bills_text.cfm?billdoc=SB386%20SUB1%20enr.htm&yr=2017&sesstype=RS&billtype=B&houseorig=S&i=386
http://alisondb.legislature.state.al.us/ALISON/SearchableInstruments/2014RS/PrintFiles/SB174-enr.pdf
http://alisondb.legislature.state.al.us/ALISON/SearchableInstruments/2016RS/PrintFiles/HB61-int.pdf
http://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2014/1030
http://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2014/1030/BillText/er/HTML
http://www.legis.ga.gov/Legislation/en-US/display/20152016/HB/1


that meets FDA trial
compliance. 

mitochondrial
disease,
Parkinson's, Sickle
Cell disease

 Idaho- VETOEDIdaho- VETOED
BY GOVERNORBY GOVERNOR

SB 1146 (VETOED by
governor 4/16/15)

No Doesn't de!ne. The possessor has,
or is a parent or
guardian of a
person that has,
cancer,
amyotrophic
lateral sclerosis,
seizure
disorders, multiple
sclerosis, Crohn's
disease,
mitochondrial
disease,
!broymyalgia,
Parkinson's
disease or sickle
cell disease;

No Is composed of no more
than three-tenths percent
(0.3%)  tetrahydrocannabidiol
by weight;  is composed of at
least !fteen (15) times more
cannabidiol than
tetrahydrocannabidiol by
weight; and contains no
other psychoactive
substance.

Indiana HB 1148 (2017) Yes Doesn't de!ne. Treatment
resistant epilepsy.

No At least 5 percent CBD by
weight. No more than .3
percent THC by weight.

Iowa SF 2360, Medical
Cannabidiol Act of
2014 (E"ective 7/1/14
and repealed in 2017
and replaced)
HF 524 of 2017
now Section 124E

Yes Yes Yes Yes, for
possession
or use only,
not for
purchasing
CBD in
Iowa. 

Less than 3 percent THC

Kentucky SB 124 (2014) Clara
Madeline Gilliam Act
Exempt cannabidiol
from the de!nition of
marijuana and allows
it to be administerd
by a public university
or school of medicine
in Kentucky for clinical
trial or expanded
access program
approved by the FDA.

No Universities in Kentucky
with medical schools that
are able to get a research
trial. Doesn't allow for in-
state production of CBD
product. 

Intractable seizure
disorders

No No, only "cannabidiol".

Mississippi HB 1231 "Harper
Grace's Law" 2014

 All provided through
National Center for
Natural Products
Research at the Univ. of
Mississippi and dispensed
by the Dept. of Pharmacy
Services at the Univ. of
Mississippi Medical Center

Yes, debilitating
epileptic condition
or related illness

No "CBD oil" - processed
cannabis plant extract, oil or
resin that contains more
than 15% cannabidiol, or a
dilution of the resin that
contains at least 50
milligrams of cannabidiol
(CBD) per milliliter, but not

http://www.legislature.idaho.gov/legislation/2015/S1146.htm
https://iga.in.gov/legislative/2017/bills/house/1148
http://idph.iowa.gov/cbd
http://coolice.legis.iowa.gov/linc/85/external/govbills/SF2360.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/code/124E.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/code/124E.pdf
http://www.lrc.ky.gov/record/14rs/SB124.htm
http://billstatus.ls.state.ms.us/2014/pdf/history/HB/HB1231.xml


more than one-half of one
percent (0.5%) of
tetrahydrocannabinol (THC)

MissouriMissouri
(NEW(NEW
comprehensivecomprehensive
programprogram
approved inapproved in
2018, included2018, included
in tablein table
above)above)
 

HB 2238 (2014) Yes Yes, creates cannabidiol
oil care centers and
cultivation and production
facilities/laboratories.

Yes, intractable
epilepsy that has
not responded to
three or more
other treatment
options.

No "Hemp extracts" equal or
less than .3% THC and at
least 5% CBD by weight.

North Carolina HB 1220 (2014)
Epilepsy Alternative
Treatment Act- Pilot
Study
HB 766 (2015)
Removes Pilot Study
designation

Yes University research
studies with a hemp
extract registration card
from the state DHHS or
obtained from another
jurisdiction that allows
removal of the products
from the state.

Yes, intractable
epilepsy

No "Hemp extracts" with less
than nine-tenths of one
percent (0.9%)
tetrahydrocannabinol (THC)
by weight.
Is composed of at least
!ve percent (5%) cannabidiol
by weight.
Contains no other
psychoactive substance.

OklahomaOklahoma
(NEW(NEW
comprehensivecomprehensive
medicalmedical
programprogram
approved inapproved in
2018 and listed2018 and listed
above)above)

 HB 2154 (2015) Yes No in-state production
allowed, so products
would have to be brought
in. Any formal distribution
system would require
federal approval.

People under 18
(minors) Minors
with Lennox-
Gastaut
Syndrome, Dravet
Syndrome, or
other severe
epilepsy that is not
adequately treated
by traditional
medical therapies

No A preparation of cannabis
with no more than .3% THC
in liquid form.

South Carolina  SB 1035 (2014)
Medical Cannabis
Therapeutic
Treatment Act-
Julian's Law

Yes Must use CBD product
from an approved source;
and
(2)    approved by the
United States Food and
Drug Administration to be
used for treatment of a
condition speci!ed in an
investigational new drug
application.
-The principal investigator
and any subinvestigator
may receive cannabidiol
directly from an approved
source or authorized
distributor for an
approved source for use
in the expanded access
clinical trials.

Lennox-Gastaut
Syndrome, Dravet
Syndrome, also
known as severe
myoclonic epilepsy
of infancy, or any
other form of
refractory epilepsy
that is not
adequately treated
by traditional
medical therapies.

No Cannabidiol or derivative of
marijuana that contains 0.9%
THC and over 15% CBD,
or least 98 percent
cannabidiol (CBD) and not
more than
0.90% tetrahydrocannabinol
(THC) by volume that has
been extracted from
marijuana or synthesized in a
laboratory

http://www.house.mo.gov/billsummary.aspx?bill=HB2238&year=2014&code=R
http://www.ncleg.net/Sessions/2013/Bills/House/PDF/H1220v7.pdf
http://www.ncleg.net/gascripts/BillLookUp/BillLookUp.pl?Session=2015&BillID=H766
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2015-16%20ENR/hB/HB2154%20ENR.PDF
http://www.scstatehouse.gov/sess120_2013-2014/bills/1035.htm


Some have interpreted
the law to allow patients
and caregivers to produce
their own products.
 

Tennessee SB 2531 (2014)
Creates a four-year
study of high CBD/low
THC marijuana at TN
Tech Univ.
______
 
HB 197 (2015)

Researchers
need to
track
patient
information
and
outcomes
______
 
No

Only products produced
by Tennessee Tech
University.
Patients may possess low
THC oils only if they are
purchased "legally in the
United States and outside
of Tennessee," from an
assumed medical
cannabis state,
however most states do
not allow products to
leave the state.
_____
Allows for legal defense
for having the product as
long as it was obtained
legally in the US or other
medical marijuana state.

Yes, intractable
seizure conditions.
______
 
Yes, intractable
seizure conditions.

No
______
 
No

"Cannabis oil" with less than
.9% THC as part of a clinical
research study
______
 
Same as above.

Texas SB 339 (2015)
Texas Compassionate
Use Act
HB 3703 (2019)

Yes Yes, licensed by the
Department of Public
Safety.

Yes, intractable
epilepsy, incurable
neurodegenerative
disease, terminal
cancer, multiple
sclerosis,
spasticity, ALS,
autism. 
 

No "Low-THC Cannabis" with not
more than 0.5 percent by
weight of
tetrahydrocannabinols.

UtahUtah
(NEW(NEW
comprehensivecomprehensive
programprogram
approved inapproved in
2018, included2018, included
in tablein table
above)above)

HB 105 (2014) Hemp
Extract Registration
Act

Yes Not completely clear,
however it may
allow higher education
institution to grow or
cultivate industrial hemp.

Yes, intractable
epilepsy that
hasn't responded
to three or more
treatment options
suggested by
neurologist.

No "Hemp extracts" with less
than .3% THC by weight and
at least 15% CBD by weight
and contains no other
psychoactive substances

Virginia HB 1445 No No in-state means of
acquiring cannabis
products.

Intractable
epilepsy

No Cannabis oils with at least
15% CBD or THC-A and no
more than 5% THC.

Wisconsin AB 726 (2013 Act 267) No Physicians and
pharmacies with an
investigational drug
permit by the FDA could
dispense cannabidiol.
Quali!ed patients would
also be allowed to access
CBD from an out-of-state

Seizure disorders  Exception to the de!nition of
prohibited THC by state law,
allows for possession of
"cannabidiol in a form
without a psychoactive
e"ect."  THC or CBD levels
are not de!ned.

http://wapp.capitol.tn.gov/apps/BillInfo/default.aspx?BillNumber=SB2531&GA=108
http://www.capitol.tn.gov/Bills/109/Bill/HB0197.pdf
http://www.capitol.state.tx.us/tlodocs/84R/billtext/pdf/SB00339F.pdf#navpanes=0
https://capitol.texas.gov/tlodocs/86R/billtext/pdf/HB03703F.pdf#navpanes=0
http://le.utah.gov/~2014/bills/static/hb0105.html
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?151+ful+CHAP0007
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/2013/related/acts/267


medical marijuana
dispensary that allows for
out-of-state patients to
use their dispensaries as
well as remove the
products from the state.
No in-state
production/manufacturing
mechanism provided.

Wyoming
 

HB 32 (2015)
Supervised medical
use of hemp extracts.
E"ective 7/1/2015

Yes No in-state production or
purchase method de!ned.

Intractable
epilepsy or seizure
disorders

No "Hemp extracts" with less
than 0.3% THC and at least
5% CBD by weight.

*The links and resources are provided for information purposes only. NCSL does not endorse the views expressed in any of the articles
linked from this page.

Additional Resources
NCSL's Cannabis & Employment Laws page.

NCSL's Marijuana Deep Dive page featuring marijuana and cannabis laws on criminal justice, health and other resources. 

NCSL FY 2018 letter the LCJPS Committee sent to the Hill  opposing the withholding of funding for state with medical marijuana
laws:
NCSL FY 2018 CJS Appropriations Support Letter. (May 16, 2017)

State Marijuana Policy covered in Episode 4 of NCSL’s podcast, Our American States.
You can !nd it on our website or subscribe to the podcast in iTunes, Google Play or your favorite podcast app. 

Comparisons of programs
Comparison of all state medical marijuana programs with contact information. Prepared by the Network for Public Health
Law as of June 2014

Comparison of state limited access medical marijuana programs. Prepared by the Network for Public Health Law as of June
2018. 

"State-by-State Medical Marijuana Laws" Marijuana Policy Project, 2019

25 Legal Medical Marijuana States and DC: Laws, Fees, and Possession Limits, by ProCon.Org

Finances/Tax information
Regulating Marijuana: Taxes, Banking and Federal Laws, November 2015

"State Medical Marijuana Programs' Financial Information," Marijuana Policy Project, July 2015

"Medical Marijuana Dispensary Laws: Fees and Taxes," Marijuana Policy Project 

Colorado Marijuana Sales and Tax Reports (updated monthly)

Washington State Sales and Tax Information (updated weekly)

"Taxing Marijuana: The Washington and Colorado Experience," Tax Foundation, August 2014

Law enforcement/crime information
"What Law Enforcement Can Learn from Marijuana Legalization in Colorado," Prepared by American Military University,
March, 2015

Statement by ONDCP Director Gil Kerlikowske regarding Federal guidelines for medical marijuana prosecution

http://legisweb.state.wy.us/2015/Enroll/HB0032.pdf
https://www.ncsl.org/research/labor-and-employment/cannabis-employment-laws.aspx
https://www.ncsl.org/bookstore/state-legislatures-magazine/marijuana-deep-dive.asp/
https://www.ncsl.org/Portals/1/Documents/statefed/FY2018_CJS_Approp_Support_LetterMay2017_17414.pdf
https://www.ncsl.org/our-american-states/2017/02/23/state-marijuana-policy-oas-episode-4.aspx
https://www.ncsl.org/our-american-states/2017/02/23/state-marijuana-policy-oas-episode-4.aspx
https://itunes.apple.com/us/podcast/our-american-states/id1190614001
https://play.google.com/music/listen#/ps/Ib556y744gvkcvjtxou7pfjvbwm
https://www.networkforphl.org/_asset/z478y9/State-Medical-Marijuana-Law-Table.pdf
https://www.networkforphl.org/_asset/nctv13/Western-Region-Table---Med-Marijuana-II---Limited-Access.pdf
https://www.mpp.org/issues/medical-marijuana/state-by-state-medical-marijuana-laws/
http://medicalmarijuana.procon.org/view.resource.php?resourceID=000881
https://www.ncsl.org/default.aspx?tabid=29864
http://www.mpp.org/assets/pdfs/library/State-Medical-Marijuana-Programs-Financial-Information.pdf
https://www.mpp.org/issues/medical-marijuana/medical-marijuana-dispensary-laws-fees-and-taxes/
http://www.colorado.gov/cs/Satellite/Revenue-Main/XRM/1251633259746
http://lcb.wa.gov/marijuana/dashboard
http://taxfoundation.org/article/taxing-marijuana-washington-and-colorado-experience
http://inpublicsafety.com/2015/03/what-law-enforcement-can-learn-from-marijuana-legalization-in-colorado/
http://www.whitehousedrugpolicy.gov/news/press09/marijuana_legalization.pdf


Medical marijuana research and reports
The Health E"ects of Cannabis and Cannabinoids: The Current State of Evidence and Recommendations for Research, 2017

"Marijuana and Medicine: Assessing the Science Base," Institute of Medicine, 1999

Treatment Research Institute's (TRI) policy position statement regarding medical marijuana

ProCon.org's resources on medical marijuana. Medical Marijuana ProCon.org presents laws, studies, statistics, surveys,
government reports, and pro and con statements on questions related to marijuana as medicine.

"Exposing the Myth of Smoked Medical Marijuana," U.S. Drug Enforcement Administration

"State-by-State Medical Marijuana Laws" Marijuana Policy Project, 2014

"Becoming a State-Authorized Patient," Americans for Safe Access

DEA: Pharmaceutical products already exist; they are called Marinol and Cesamet 

Retail/Adult Use information and news
Regulating Marijuana: Taxes, Banking and Federal Laws, November 2015

Regulating Marijuana: A Year and a Half In, NCSL, October 2015

"State Legalization of Recreational Marijuana: Selected Legal Issues." Congressional Research Service, April 2013

Analysis of CO Amendment 64 (rec use initiative) by Colorado State University, April 2013

Colorado Marijuana Sales and Tax Reports  

Colorado Marijuana Enforcement Division Annual Update, February 2015

Public Health Law Research Law Atlas:  Recreational Marijuana Laws - Interactive Map

Brookings Institution: Colorado's Rollout of Legal Marijuana Is Succeeding

Public health and youth information
Marijuana Joins Smoke-Free Laws, State Legislatures, March 2013

Regulating Recreational Use of Marijuana and the Role of Public Health Law Prepared by the Network for Public Health Law

Marijuana Impact on Public Health and Safety in Colorado: conference by CO Association of Chiefs of Police, January 14-16,
2015

Smart Colorado: Protecting youth from marijuana

Interest groups, position statements, and model regulation examples
SAM: Smart Approaches to Marijuana

Smart Colorado: Protecting youth from marijuana

Public Health Institute's "Getting it Right from the Start": Regulation of Recreational Marijuana. Includes state policies and
local level model ordinances.

Treatment Research Institute's (TRI) policy position statement regarding medical marijuana

National Families in Action: Marijuana Studies Program "Marijuana Report"

Marijuana Majority

"Medical Cannabis as a Tool to Combat Pain and the Opioid Crisis: A Blueprint for State Policy" Americans for Safe Access

"State-by-State Medical Marijuana Laws" Marijuana Policy Project, 2016

"Key Aspects of State and DC Medical Marijuana Laws," Marijuana Policy Project, 2016

"Becoming a State-Authorized Patient," Americans for Safe Access

Copyright 2020 by National Conference of State Legislatures

http://www8.nationalacademies.org/onpinews/newsitem.aspx?RecordID=24625
http://books.nap.edu/catalog.php?record_id=6376
http://triweb.tresearch.org/index.php/tri-issues-position-statement-on-medical-marijuana?utm_source=TRI+Statement+on+Medical+Marijuana&utm_campaign=Medical+Marijuana&utm_medium=email
http://medicalmarijuana.procon.org/
http://csmbio.csm.jmu.edu/biology/renfromh/bio366/maryjane/dea.pdf
https://www.mpp.org/issues/medical-marijuana/state-by-state-medical-marijuana-laws/
http://www.safeaccessnow.org/becoming_a_state_authorized_patient
http://www.dea.gov/divisions/sea/in_focus/marinol-cessmet.pdf
https://www.ncsl.org/default.aspx?tabid=29864
https://www.ncsl.org/default.aspx?tabid=29792
http://www.fas.org/sgp/crs/misc/R43034.pdf
http://prompt.newsvine.com/_news/2009/01/08/2288041-usdojdea-marinol-the-legal-medical-use-for-the-marijuana-plant
http://coloradofutures.colostate.edu/cfc-amendment-64-study/
http://www.colorado.gov/cs/Satellite/Revenue-Main/XRM/1251633259746
https://www.colorado.gov/pacific/sites/default/files/2014%20MED%20Annual%20Report_1.pdf
http://lawatlas.org/query?dataset=recreational-marijuana-laws
http://www.brookings.edu/research/reports/2014/07/colorado-marijuana-legalization-succeeding
https://www.ncsl.org/bookstore/state-legislatures-magazine/trends-and-transitions-march-2013.aspx#Marijuana%20Joins%20Smoke-Free%20Laws
https://www.networkforphl.org/the_network_blog/2013/11/13/378/regulating_recreational_use_of_marijuana_and_the_role_of_public_health_law
http://www.colochiefs.org/mconference/CACP%202%20pg%20flyer_Oct21.pdf
http://smartcolorado.org/
http://learnaboutsam.org/
http://smartcolorado.org/
https://www.gettingitrightfromthestart.org/resources
http://triweb.tresearch.org/index.php/tri-issues-position-statement-on-medical-marijuana?utm_source=TRI+Statement+on+Medical+Marijuana&utm_campaign=Medical+Marijuana&utm_medium=email
http://www.themarijuanareport.org/
http://www.marijuanamajority.com/
http://www.safeaccessnow.org/opioidblueprint
http://www.safeaccessnow.org/opioidblueprint
https://www.mpp.org/issues/medical-marijuana/state-by-state-medical-marijuana-laws/
https://www.mpp.org/issues/medical-marijuana/state-by-state-medical-marijuana-laws/key-aspects-of-state-and-d-c-medical-marijuana-laws/
http://www.safeaccessnow.org/becoming_a_state_authorized_patient

