[bookmark: _GoBack]Develop a global policy recommendation for the elephant ivory trade. Academic Level : Bachelor Paper details The African elephant is the largest species of wildlife on Earth. African elephants are easily identified by their large stature, big ears, long trunks, and ivory tusks. African elephant populations have declined significantly since the early 1900s. The World Wildlife Foundation identifies two main threats to African elephant populations: changes in land use (habitat destruction and degradation) and poaching associated with the ivory trade. Requirements In this position statement, include the following sections: Background Describe the conservation status of African elephants, including: (1) a history of their population numbers and causes of decline, (2) current population estimates and threats, including links to the ivory trade, and (3) an overview of current policies related to elephants and ivory, focusing on how this is a global problem and not one isolated to Africa. Policy Recommendations Describe specific global policy recommendations for the ivory trade, including any specific international treaties, laws, and penalties that you recommend. In this section, you should detail which current policies that you wish to uphold and any new ones that you would like to propose. Additionally, you should justify why you are recommending these policies and how they provide a global solution to the problem. Policy Impacts Provide an assessment of the potential impacts of your policy on both elephants and different stakeholders. In this section, first describe the expected impacts to elephants. Next, proceed by describing the stakeholders involved in elephant conservation and the ivory trade. Then, describe how these stakeholders might be impacted, either positively or negatively, by the proposed regulations. References Provide a list of references that you used (webpage links are acceptable). A list of suggested references is provided at the end of this document, but you should use others as needed. General Tips General tips for writing the statement: Format You should format the statement similar to those made by The Wildlife Society (http://wildlife.org/position-statements/ (Links to an external site.)) using the four sections described above. You may include pictures, if you wish. Your statements should use either Times New Roman or Cambria font, no larger than 12 pt. Length There are no length requirements, per se, but single-spaced estimates are: Background: at least three detailed paragraphs (~1-1.5 pages ) Policy Recommendations: one overview paragraph and then a numbered list of specific policy recommendations (~1 page ) Policy impacts: you may choose to write the entire section in paragraphs, or you may provide an opening paragraph with a numbered list of impacts (~1 page ) References: You should use as many as needed to complete your statement. Suggested References
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