Foreign Film Analysis Assignment
              

1                                                
100 points possible
3 to 5 pages (typed, double-spaced) or type in “Assignments” text box

If you submit the typed paper in the “Assignment” it must be a Word document so I can view it. 

Due 4/21, Tuesday, by 11:59pm.  No late submissions are permitted.

Select and observe a foreign film, meaning that the film has been originally produced by a distribution company outside of the United States.  For example, per that requirement, such films as Schindler’s List, or Remember the Titans, or Million Dollar Arm (all good films) would NOT qualify because they have been produced from within the United States.  The objective is to observe a film that has been written, produced and distributed by people other than the prevalent, mainstream U.S. American culture.  The film must be a full feature film.  A documentary is NOT an option.  A list of foreign films will be provided.  If you are not sure if your film qualifies as a foreign film for this assignment, please check with the professor before you write the essay.  Observe the film to answer the following questions.
Consider and answer all of the following underlined questions:

1. What is a general summary of the plot and main characters of the film?  The summary should consist of a couple of paragraphs, yet more than two pages of summary can be too much detail).

2. By observing and interacting with this film, what are two elements of a cultural orientation from  Kluckhohn and Strodtbecks’s Model  (Chapter 4) that you perceive emerged or was evident by any expressions, statements or behaviors of people or the originator from the other culture group?  How are the two elements exemplified in the film?
3. By observing and interacting with this film, using Edward Hall’s model (Chapter 5), to what degree was any culture(s) between a High Context or Low Context culture, based on what you perceived emerged or was evident by any expressions, statements or behaviors of people or the originator from the other culture group?  How was the High and/or Low Context culture exemplified in the film?

4. By observing and interacting with this film, using Geert Hofstede’s Cultural Taxonomy (Chapter 5), or Schwartz’ Model, (Chapter 5 in the 7th Edition, or use the Unit Two packet pages 15 to 18),what are two value orientations that you perceived emerged or was evident by any expressions, statements or behaviors of people or the originator from the other culture group?  How were these value orientations of the culture exemplified in the film?

5. Overall, what is a cultural pattern or concept that you perceive is interesting to you?  Why?

(This is your opportunity to provide an observations you want to share)

Please use full, complete sentences that have correct grammatical sentence structure.
You do NOT have to type an essay in college composition.  You can just write the question number and then answer the question(s).  You do not have to re-write the question(s).  Please attach this sheet on top of your paper.

The paper will be graded on the following scale:

ORGANIZATION – The grammar and sentence structure are correct and clear,                           avoiding run-on or fragmented sentences.  The spelling is correct with less than spelling

errors per page. The ideas expressed are clear and easy to follow for a reader.

25 points 

CONTENT – The responses answers ALL of the questions fully and completely.                                       Any concepts from the textbook and/or lecture are clearly defined and explained.                                                      The response provides an accurate explanation or application to the concepts.

40 points

INSIGHT – The responses demonstrate a thoughtful reflection or application to                                   the questions or intercultural communication concepts.                                                                        The example or explanation of the film’s characters, plot, and interaction is clearly explained.                         The replies demonstrate thoughtful consideration to the questions.


 35 points
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Select and observe a foreign film, meaning that the film has been originally produced by a distribution company outside of the United States.  For example, per that requirement, such films as Schindler’s List, or Remember the Titans, or Million Dollar Arm (all good films) would NOT qualify because they have been produced from within the United States.  The objective is to observe a film that has been written, produced and distributed by people other than the prevalent, mainstream U.S. American culture.  The film must be a full feature film.  A documentary is NOT an option.  If you are not sure if your film qualifies as a foreign film for this assignment, please check with the professor before you write the essay.

The following is a list of foreign films that are not listed in the textbook, thanks to more suggestions by Professor Rick Boeck of the CRC Film Studies program.

NOTE: I HAVE NOT SEEN ALL OF THESE FILMS…I DO NOT DIRECTLY ENDORSE THE CONTENT IN THE FILMS LISTED.  IF A FILM HAS GRAPHIC MATERIAL OF NUDITY, PROFANITY, SEXUAL OR VIOLENT CONTENT, IT IS LIKELY A FILM THAT I HAVE NOT SEEN.  IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT YOU READ MOVIE REVIEWS (PER AN INTERNET SEARCH) BEFORE YOU VIEW A FILM IF YOU ARE SENSITIVE TO SOME OF THE CONTENT I JUST DESCRIBED.

I AM UNDERLINING THE MOVIES THAT I HAVE SEEN IN WHICH (TO THE BEST OF MY MEMORY…AND I VIEWED SOME FILMS YEARS AGO…SO BEWARE THAT I MAY BE MISTAKEN)…I BELIEVE THE FILM IS MILD IN SUCH CONTENT.

FOR SOME OF THESE FILMS, YOU WILL NEED TO BE CULTURALLY OPEN-MINDED, I AM SURE.  

Postscript: postmodernism. Cinema and surface; reflexivity and intertextuality; pastiche and play. Contemporary French films. 
Exemplary films: "Diva," "La Femme Nikita,"  “Night and Fog” “Persepolis” (involves Iranian culture)

Indigenous peoples, Australia and New Zealand 
Exemplary films: “Rabbit Proof Fence,” (Australia)  "Fastrunner," "Whale Rider," (New Zealand)  "Smoke Signals"  The Gods Must Be Crazy
Inside America from the outside—foreign directors in America; the immigrant experience in America; exploring Otherness. 
Exemplary films: "In America," "Wedding Banquet"  “Under the Same Moon”  

Contemporary Spanish cinema: Almodovar, a Spanish auteur. Individual style and the auteur theory. 
Exemplary films: "Bad Education," "Matador," "Talk to Her"
South American cinema: realism and magical realism. 
Exemplary films: "City of God," "Pan's Labyrinth,"  "Maria Full of Grace," "The Secret in Their Eyes" "Motorcycle Diaries” (excessive profanity…but in sub-titles…entertaining movie)  El Notre
Contemporary Mexican cinema: memories of underdevelopment, ideology, liberation. 
Exemplary films: "Amores Perros," "Like Water for Chocolate," and "Y Tu Mama, Tambien" “Mi Familia”

Contemporary African cinema: colonialism and postcolonial. Ethics and realism. 
Exemplary films: "Black Girl," "Moolade," "Tsotsi"  

Japanese cinema: adolescence, apocalypse, and anime. Body, metamorphosis, and identity. 
Exemplary films: 'Akira," "Ghost in the Shell," "Princess Mononoke," "Spirited Away" 
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Foreign Film listing, continued
Chinese transnational cinemas 2: Cultural identity, women, subjectivities, sexuality, and the city. 
Exemplary films: "Chungking Express," "Farewell My Concubine; "In the Mood for Love"

Chinese transnational cinemas: the transnational genres: action, crime, and martial arts; screening masculinity. 
Exemplary films: "Hard Boiled," "The Killer"

Bollywood and Parallel Cinema; contemporary melodrama; India film industry and distribution; colonialism and post-colonialism. 
Exemplary films: "Lagaan,"  There are numerous Bollywood films that would likely serve as a good example of the genre, and a good window into some of the “ideal culture.”

"Slumdog Millionaire" (qualifies, while distributed by U.S. American production, it was produced and filmed in collaboration with Indian film production crews, and definitely provides differing cultural orientation.) 

The cinematic Middle East; poetic realism and New Iranian Cinema; freedom of expression; allegory. 
Exemplary films; "The Day I Became a Woman," "Children of Heaven," "Osama"

Diaspora filmmakers; crossing boarders; transnational talent, production, distribution, and exhibition; women filmmakers;  
Exemplary films: "Bend It Like Beckham," "Monsoon Wedding," 


Understanding modernity; film as modernity; exporting British films as a brand; imperialism. 
Exemplary films: "Cold Comfort Farm," "Pride and Prejudice"

A good film to show social class structure in England: “Educating Rita”
Select and observe a foreign film, meaning that the film has been originally produced by a distribution company outside of the United States.  For example, per that requirement, such films as Schindler’s List, or Remember the Titans, or Million Dollar Arm (all good films) would NOT qualify because they have been produced from within the United States.  The objective is to observe a film that has been written, produced and distributed by people other than the prevalent, mainstream U.S. American culture.  The film must be a full feature film.  

A documentary is NOT an option.  If you are not sure if your film qualifies as a foreign film for this assignment, please check with the professor before you write the essay.

Finding a foreign film: You can locate some foreign films as DVDs at a public library, and a short collection is available at our CRC campus library.  You could also get a free month subscription to Netflix or Redbox to view a film online.  There are some films on youtube.com that are split up into parts, which is less than ideal but possible.  There are online web sites that offer downloading of foreign films for free, but be careful, some are suspect to download a virus on your computer.  You can always ask a friend if they have a foreign film that you can borrow. 

Please attach packet page 1 to the top of your typed answers.

Please use full, complete sentences that have correct grammatical sentence structure.
You do NOT have to type an essay in college composition.  You can just write the question number and then answer the question(s).  You do not have to re-write the question(s).  Please attach this sheet on top of your paper.
I hope that you enjoy observing a foreign film and considering the intercultural concepts (particularly in terms of cultural orientation models) as you analyze the film!

