What are the unseen effects of the ride sharing industry on New York City?

Paper details:
The topic that is being researched for this research project would revolve around the ride-sharing industry and its impact on the New York City Taxi and Limousine Commission. As technology advances, society and industry usually adapts to its changes. In a city like New York, that change has been tough for the yellow cab industry. What makes New York City unique when compared to other cities is its taxi system. The yellow cab system has followed the same model and structure for decades. With the popularity of ride sharing companies like Uber and Lyft, the yellow cab industry is struggling big time. Many people know that the yellow cab industry is struggling in New York City but most people do not know the history behind the industry and why it is having difficulty adapting to these changes. The key issues that frame this topic are the following: the reasons why ride sharing companies are disrupting the taxi industry, the political motivations behind the scenes, the impacts these changes are having on the quality of life for cab drivers, changes to our city policies, why TLC commissioner Joshi left the agency, what issues led the NYC City Council to not approve the mayors first pick for TLC commissioner and how society is adapting to these changes. My research question would be the following: What are the unseen effects of the ride sharing industry on New York City? Why is ride-sharing growing? Why do New Yorkers gravitate to ride-sharing companies rather than mass transit or yellow cabs? Why are there so many Uber drivers on the road? Why are yellow cabs regulated so strictly while Uber is not? How are ride-sharing workers being mistreated or underpaid due to their independent contractor status? What experiences do ride-sharing drivers have compared to yellow cab drivers?
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