[bookmark: _GoBack]Research Option #1: History Turning Points General Overview: Select an event, incident, a legislative action, or related marked historical moment in the years up until the American Civil War (Pre-Columbian Era to 1865), that marks an important transition in American History. This historical event can lead to a social, economic, or political transition that shaped the country's history. Additionally, you will conclude this research project with a supposition of how history might have been shaped had this event never occurred or of another possible outcome could have been possible. Examples: The effect of the Salem Witchcraft Trials on the colonial religious goals of Massachusetts; The post-French & Indian War colonial taxation policies of the British government; The failure of the indentured servitude system to provide an ample labor source in the pre-Revolutionary American South; The passing of the Kansas-Nebraska Act & its relationship the impending crisis that becomes the American Civil War. Research Objectives & Questions to be Discussed in Your Essay: (Incorporate these questions in the writing of your essay.) • Why did you select this event? • What were both the short- and long-term effects of this historical event? • Who all were impacted/affected by this historical event? • How was history changed by this event? • If you were to imagine a different outcome or reaction to your event, what do you suppose might have been a different outcome in the short- and long-term? Research Requirements: 1. You will need to use at least two (2) primary sources for your research topic. (See below for definitions of a primary source) 2. You will need to use at least three (3) secondary sources for your research topic. (See below for definitions of a secondary source). Preference is for academic articles found in scholarly journals. Online sources must be pre-approved by your instructor before use within your paper. 3. Your textbook cannot be used as a source, as it is a tertiary source. 4. You will also need to find at least one image that is relevant to your research topic. This image can be either a primary or secondary source, although a primary source image is preferred. 5. If you are using a secondary source image, it should be an image that is created for academic purposes to help support your research (a modern map, etc). Writing Requirements: 1. Your essay should be a minimum of 1000 words. This word count does not include any cover sheet wording, your footnotes/endnotes, or your works cited/bibliography page. 2. Your essay must be formatted using 1” margins for all margins (top, bottom, left and right). 3. Your essay should be typed using 12pt. Times New Roman font. 4. Your essay needs to be double-spaced. 5. Please do not include any headers (your name, course, date, paper title) on any written pages of your essay. 6. Your research essay should be accompanied by a cover sheet that states your paper title, your name, your course, and date. 7. All of your sources should be cited using the Chicago/Turabian method. MLA will not be accepted! 8. You must cite your sources using either footnotes or endnotes formatted in the Chicago/Turabian citation method. Please select either footnotes or endnotes based upon personal preference, just remember to be consistent throughout your essay with your citation method. Parenthetical reference is not permitted. 9. If possible, you will want to try to incorporate your image into your essay by embedding it into the text. Otherwise, placing the image at the end of your document is acceptable (after the conclusion and before your Works Cited/Bibliography page). 10. Your image should include a caption that describes the image and its relevance to your topic, this caption to your image should be at least 150 words. This word count does not count toward the overall word count of your essay. 11. You must include a Works Cited/Bibliography page at the end of the document. Be sure you are documenting all sources used for your research paper, including your image source in this section. There should be agreement between the sources you document in this section and the sources you cite in your footnotes/endnotes. Grading Rubric: • Formatting 0-20 points: Paper is formatted correctly, does not include headers in written text, nor utilizes excessively large margins, paper is double-spaced and demonstrates clear organization in the form of paragraph breaks. • Image 0-5 points: Paper includes at least one appropriate image relevant to the research topic, and the image is properly captioned explaining its relevance to the essay. • Academic Honesty & Integrity 0-25 points: Paper is properly cited using either footnotes or endnotes. Includes a properly formatted Works Cited/Bibliography. Demonstrates agreement between documented sources and citations in the essay text. • Essay Content 0-50 points: Paper content is well-written, organized, has a strong introduction with a clear thesis statement, and is concluded with a summarization of research findings. Paper shows editing, lacking excessive spelling and grammatical errors. Sources (Types and Recommendations): • Primary Sources: Written materials, images, and artifacts that produced and are contemporary to the time period of your subject matter. (examples: a cave drawing produced by an indigenous person, a speech given by an individual, a painting of a street scene). • Secondary Sources: Generally, written materials, images, and artifacts that are produced by individuals after the time period of your research. Most secondary sources are based upon primary sources. • Internet Sources: Any use of internet sources, should be pre-approved by your instructor before using them in your research. If selecting option #4, internet news sources are appropriate, however try to select articles from mainstream sources. In all other essay options, select internet sources that come from government entities, library archives, universities, and other online primary source repositories. • Internet Sources to avoid: o History.com o Wikipedia.com o Khanacademy.com o Britannia.com
