304CRM – case study

Module Learning Outcomes
1. Critically examine the relationship between mental disorder and crime
2. Demonstrate a critical awareness of conflicting constructions of mental disorder
3. Evaluate a range of specific theories relating to mental disorder and criminology
4. Critically assess the relationship between media representation, public discourse and mental health policy
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[bookmark: _GoBack]Assessment
Case study (3500 words) assesses learning outcomes 1-4

Assessment: Starting Point
This coursework requires you to focus on one of the following subjects covered within this module.
• Case Study 1: Mental Disorder and Violence
• Case Study 2: Mental Disorder and Victimisation
• Case Study 3: Mental Disorder in the Media
After selecting one of these 3 subjects, you then need to identify a narrow focus for your assignment and draw on a specific case example to highlight points throughout your paper.

For example:
Case Study 3: Mental Disorder in the Media
Your Focus: ‘Mental disorder in screen fiction’ Case Study: The Babadook
In this example, you would need to gather and analyse literature on the representations of mental disorder in screen fiction (i.e. movies, television drama, etc) and relate this literature to excerpts from the film, The Babadook.
The template for each of the three case studies can be found on Moodle, with some direction for structure.
 
General Coursework Advice
1. It may sound obvious – but take note of your past feedback and address the areas that you need to improve upon.
2. Read books and read journal papers. The quality of your work is completely dependent on the quality of your evidence.
3. Plan your work with a draft outline. You should know the structure and layout of your essay before you start writing it properly. This will help ensure that your work flows and has a clear, logical structure.
4. Meet with the module leader to show your draft outline. A ten-minute discussion could save you hours of wasted time writing about the wrong thing.
5. Don't forget to include case examples (and reference them properly)!
6. Use Harvard referencing. This is level 3 and there are no excuses to get
this wrong. Download the guide, use it, or throw away valuable marks.
7. Proof read before you submit. Errors in spelling, grammar and sentence structure should not be present, especially at level 3. Poorly presented work does not attain high marks.
8. Develop a sharp focus for your answer – you cannot cover everything in 3500 words. Be specific about this focus in your introduction.
9. Pay attention to the split in word count for each section. Roughly speaking, your introduction and conclusion should be about 150-200 words in this instance

